
ÅÅÅ 1 ÅÅÅ 

 

ɼ ʰ˂ʺ ʰˊ˔ʺΗ A blessed beginning to 
the new ecclesiastical year! 

 There is a beautiful Greek idiom 
that says, ñʃˊ˗ˍʰ ˇ ɸʶˈˌ όprota o The-
os).ò This idiomatic phrase has the 
same meaning as another one like it, 
ñɸʶˇˏ ʻʷ˂ˇ˄ˍˇˌ όTheou thelontas),ò 
which is like saying, "God willing" or 
"if it is God's will." These expressions 
from Greek are a beautiful way 
of saying that our lives are in 
Godôs hands. Yes, we have our 
part to play, co-working with 
God, but it is only God who 
knows the big picture. 
 Every year on September 1st 
we begin a new ecclesiastical 
year. New year celebrations are 
always special, but this one is 
even more so because it takes 
place essentially a year from the 
celebration of our 100th Anni-
versary in Waterbury. Our be-
loved Holy Trinity has preached 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, bap-
tized, married, consoled, served, 
and taught faithful from the greater 
Waterbury area for just shy of 100 
years. We have also offered and cele-
brated our Hellenic heritage through 
our various cultural offerings along the 
way. Reaching this milestone is truly a 
unique accomplishment! Yet, none of 
it would have been possible if God had 
not been put first in our priorities. 
 Over the course of this year, we are 
going to continue to speak about this 
concept. In a sense, saying God first is 
like saying, ñʃˊ˗ˍʰ ˇ ɸʶˈˌ όprota o 

Theos).ò Both phrases recognize our 
calling as christians to place God as 
our highest priority. Both phrases also 
recognize the need for us to be inten-
tial in viewing our lives through the 
lens of faith. It is God who is the Pan-
tokrator (holder of everything), the one 
who heals and ultimately the one who 
gives meaning to both the good and 

the bad. When we are challenged with 
the many ethical dilemmas of the 21st 
century, Godôs Truth first. When a 
stranger, a neighbor or a family mem-
ber is in need, Godôs love and charity 
first. When we wake up in the morn-
ing, prayers to God first and so on.  
 This year is going to be busy. Not 
only will we have our day-to-day re-
sponsibilities at home and work, but 

we will also have the added task of pre-
paring for our 100th Anniversary. 
Please join us in this joyous enterprise. 
Help us honor the accomplishments of 
our ancestors. Those people who gave 
their time, talent and treasure for their 
Faith and heritage. We need your fami-
lyôs story, your pictures, your effort, 
your time, talents and treasure to put 

together a proper celebration 
of our communityôs history. 
There are a plethora of op-
portunities to get involved in. 
From the Burn the Mortgage 
Campaign to the 100th An-
niversary Album to the actual 
weekend events themselves. 
This work will only be ac-
complished by putting God 
first! 
 

Building of 937 Chase Parkway 
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937 Chase Parkway - Waterbury, CT 06708 
Phone: 203.754.5189  Fax: 203.759.5622 
www.holytrinitywaterbury.org 
www.facebook.com/holytrinitywaterbury 
email: office@holytrinitywaterbury.org 

 
203.525.5205ðfrperikles@holytrinitywaterbury.org 

 
203.232.0791ðfrdemetriosbelsito@mail.goarch.org 

 
Office Hours: MondayðFriday 9:00amð1:00pm

τMrs. Margo Ricciardi, 
President, Mr. Anthony Rinaldi, Vice Pres., Mr. 
Nico Ververis, Secretary, Mr. John Gagas, Treasur-
er, Mrs. Elaine Dibble, Asst. Treasurer, Mr. Nicho-
las Gagas, Mr. Nicos Michael, Mr. Richard Pecka, 
Mr. Brian Peterson, Atty. George Tzepos, Mr. Alex 
Velezis, Mr. Paul Velezis 

SUNDAY SCHOOLðDn. Demetri Belsito, Co-
Director, Mr. Anthony Rinaldi, Co-Director 
ALTAR BOYSðMr. Nico Ververis, 
Dr. Eugene Constantinou 
CHANTERðMrs. Nora Papoutsisð203.758.9661 
CHOIRðMrs. Athena Barchini 
YOUTH CHOIRðMrs. Janet Gagas 
PHILOPTOCHOSðMrs. Mary Peterson 
LEVENTIAðMrs. Antigone Tsipolitis 
MOMMY & MEðPresvytera Cassandra Kallis 
BASKETBALL PROGRAMSðMr. Alex Boutsiou-
lis, Directorð203.271.2929 
Midgets (7-10 yrs.) Juniors (11-13 yrs) Intermedi-
ates (14-18 yrs) Seniors (18+) 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL (8-18yrs)ðMrs. Grace 
Olbrys, Mr. Brett Olbrys, Mrs. Michelle 
Marnelakis, Ms. Matoula Tsetsos 
HOPE & JOY (5-11) Mrs. Athena Capobianco, 
Mrs. Virginia Kotsaftis, Mrs. Grace Morikis 
GOYA (12-18) Ms. Micaela Gagas 
GREEK DANCE Mrs. Cassie Skabardonis, Mrs. 
Grace Morikis 
GREEK SCHOOLðMr. Pantelis Tinios, Princi-
palð860.274.1704 
SCOUTINGðMrs. Laura Jeanne Petrakopoulos 

 
AHEPAðMr. Paul Velezis 
Daughters of PenelopeðMrs. Sofia Swaby 
PaideiaðMr. Pantelis Tinios 

Eptahorion Society ðMr. Alex Ve-
lezis 
Sons of PericlesðMr. Nico Ververis 
Pan-Macedonian SocietyðMrs. 
Nicki Gagas 

Margo Ricciardi 
Parish Council President 
kouklamr@hotmail.com or 
203.206.1746 

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 I hope everyone enjoyed their 
summer! We had a great softball 
game on July 16, 2017.  Everyone 
that participated had fun, and then 
enjoyed a cook out! Thank you to 
all the people that made this event 
possible. 
 Congrats to all our graduates. 
We are all so proud of you. Keep up 
the good work as you now enter a 
new chapter of your life. Hope to 
see you on holidays and vacations! 
 I look forward to seeing everyone 
as we begin a new ecclesiastical and 
academic year. Remember our 
church picnic is September 17, 
2017.  It will take place at Quassy 
and Father Perry will be in charge of 
diving for the cross.  Please RSVP 
asap, not the day of if possible, so 
we are prepared with enough food 
for all. 
 Sunday School will begin in Sep-
tember under the new direction of 
Anthony Rinaldi and Deacon Dimi-
tri Belsito. Any questions you have 
please free to ask either of them. 
Greek School, Athletics, Greek 
Dancing, GOYA, Hope and Joy, 
and Mommy & Me will all begin a 
new year soon. Information will be 
available shortly. 
 We continue to DIRECT DEB-
IT for anyone who wishes to make 
paying their stewardship easily on a 
monthly basis. This eliminates writ-
ing checks, having envelopes and 
forgetting to bring it on Sunday. 
This also assures the payment to be 
made automatically and timely. 
Please call the church office and 
speak to Carrie for any questions. 
 The 100th Anniversary Commit-
tee continues to plan the Celebra-
tion for the Weekend on November 
16, 17, 18, 2018. Burn the Mort-
gage pledges are welcomed for any-
one who is interested-itôs never too 
early. We are also requesting that, if 
any of you know out of town people 
who grew up in our church-their 

names and addresses, to please this 
info to Carrie in the office. 
 As always, if you have any con-
cerns or questions please email me 
call me. 
Sincerely, 
Margo (Mary) Ricciardi 
   

mailto:holy.trinity.greek@snet.net
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 Dear Members and Parishioners, 
Happy Ecclesiastical New Year!!!!  The 
New Year for our Church, that is!  It is 
also the start of the New Year for our 
Ladies Philoptochos Society chapter.  
We will have our first meeting on Sun-
day, September 10th, at which we will 
finalize our calendar of events for the 
upcoming 2017-2018 year, as well as 
look toward the 2018-2019 year and 
how our chapter will participate in var-
ious 100th Anniversary activities with 
our Church.  This Fall is getting off to 
a fast start as our most significant fund-
raiser, our Mini Food Festival, will on-
ly be two months away!  Please be on 
the lookout for opportunities to con-
tribute to this very important event, 
whether it is in ingredients, in cooking 
and baking, or in helping with the set-

up and serving our many customers 
from not only our Church, but from 
the greater Waterbury area.  Please 
note, our Mini Food Festival this year 
needs to be extra successful as we can-
not hold one in Fall 2018.  We will be 
challenged in 2018 and 2019 to meet 
our philanthropic commitments.  We 
do not foresee having a Mini-Food Fes-
tival in 2018, because it would be tradi-
tionally on the same weekend as the 
100th Anniversary celebrations.  So 
our 2017 Mini Festival will be our ma-
jor fundraiser to allow us to continue 
our philanthropic work in our commu-
nity and on a national and internation-
al level through early 2019. 
 I am excited to work again this year 
with all of you, and to continue to 
strengthen our group of amazing wom-
en.  We continue to work to fulfill the 
Mission Statement of the Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, which in sum-
mary is to aid those in need, promote 

the works of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese and promote the Ortho-
dox Faith and traditions, and to partic-
ipate in our Greek Orthodox commu-
nity in concert with our Parish and its 
Council. 
 To all the ladies of our Holy Trinity 
Church:  Wonôt you consider joining 
us to support this worthy mission?  
Our first fun evening together will be 
our Potluck Dinner on Thursday Sep-
tember 28th in the Coffee Hour 
Room.  Those thinking of joining, 
please come! 
With Warmest Regards,  
Mary Peterson 

Mary Peterson, President 
Ladies Philoptochos Society 
mary833@hotmail.com 

 

 We hope all Sunday School stu-
dents and their families are enjoying 
their summer and vacations. We 
would like to share a couple dates: 
 Sunday School Open House: There 
will be an open house following Holy 
Communion on Sunday, September 
10th . Parents and students: Come 
and Meet the teachers and learn about 
your new classes. We look forward to 
seeing you. 
 Regular classes begin on September 
17.  
 Sunday School Teachers Meeting: 
We will be meeiting with all the Sun-
day School Teachers prior to Sunday 
School starting. We have some new 
teachers this year.  We would like to 
welcome Pam Finnan, Mary Haralam-
bos, Athina Ververis and Mike & Mia 

Rickenbach.   
 Thank you to all the Sunday School 
teachers who have returned this year 
to teach and those who have stepped 
down after years of faithful service!  
 Deacon Demetri and Anthony 

  
 

 

Dn. Demetri Belsito -  frdemetri-
osbelsito@mail.goarch.org 
Anthony Rinaldi,  -  
anthonylrinaldi@yahoo.com  
Co-Directors, Sunday School 

With the blessing of His Emi-
nence Archbishop Demetrios 
of America, we are pleased to 
ask you to save the dates of 
November 16, 17 and 18, 
2018 for our 100th Anniver-
sary weekend. More info 
coming soon... 
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Party of the Century Meeting:  Our 
next meeting will take place on Sun-
day, Sept. 24th during Coffee Hour.  
Please see Anthony or Cassandra 
Rinaldi for more info.   
FORCC Scholarships: We are happy 
to announce that three of our graduat-
ing seniors received a scholarship from 
FORCC (Fellowship of Orthodox 
Churches of Connecticut): Zoe Olbrys 
receiving the Hallas Award Scholar-
ship, Alexander Tzepos and Nicholas 
Jackson receiving FORCC scholar-
ships. 
Hall Rentals:  Thankfully, our ban-
quet hall is rented often and brings in 
much-needed income for our church.  

For parishioners interested in renting 
the hall, our coffee hour room, or gym 
for your own event, please keep in 
mind we book far in advance (at least 
6 months) and to make your reserva-
tion as early as possible. 
We love hearing your family news! If 
you have any family news that you 
would like to add to this section, 
please email Carrie at: of-
fice@holytrinitywaterbury.org   
Have a friend or family mem-
ber struggling with addiction? Our 
church family cares and is here to 
help. There are a great deal of re-
sources out there to help during this 
difficult journey. A great first step is to 

visit www.facingaddiction.org. Please 
contact Fr. Perry anytime if you need 
help finding resources or simply need 
someone to talk to. You are not alone 
in this. God grant us strength! 
Thank You!  We would like to thank 
all those who helped us with our new 
home.  We couldnôt have done it with-
out you!  With utmost appreciation, 
Fr. Perry & Prs. Cassie 
Please bring Basil for the Feast of the 
Elevation of the Holy Cross on Sep-
tember 14. You can bring it to the 
church during office hours (9am-1pm) 
during the week of the 11th. 

Top left: baby Marina Tsetsosô 40 
day blessing in church with her fami-
ly; Top right & middle left:  a visit to 
the old church on Maple Street; Cen-
ter: Leo the guinea pig gets blessed by 
Fr. Perry; Bottom row:  Church soft-
ball game  
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Our Burn the Mortgage campaign is now underway! Please join us in this effort as we seek to pay off our remaining ex-
pansion project mortgage from the early 2000s. Our goal is to ñburnò the mortgage during our 100th Anniversary cele-
bration weekend in November 2018. For more information, please contact John Gagas (Chair), a member of the Burn 
the Mortgage Committee, or Fr. Perikles. An information pamphlet can be found online at: church website: 
www.holytrinitywaterbury.org or in our church office. 

Please contact Laura Jeanne Petrakopoulos or 
Fr. Perry if you are interested in earning a 
Scouting Faith pin. All age groups of Girls 
and Boys Scouts are eligible. Pins will be 
awarded in the Fall and the Spring for those 
fulfilling the required activities. Pins vary 
based on age. 

More at:  www.eocs.org  

  
Happy September, I hope everyone 
had a wonderful summer. As the new 
school year begins I want to wish all of 
our students & school professionals a 
happy new beginning! The Daughters 
of Penelope have been busily prepar-
ing for our upcoming events and I 
wanted to take a quick minute to 
spread the word so everyone can save 
the dates. Our first meeting will be in 
September on a date to be announced. 
We would love to see all our members 
and anyone parishioner who is inter-
ested in the Daughters of Penelope at 
the meeting. 

 Our Annual Godparent Sunday 
Brunch will take place on Sunday, Oc-
tober 1st, 2017. Please invite your 
childôs Nouna & Nouno (godmother 
& godfather) to join you at brunch 
after they attend Sunday School with 
the children. The price is $12.00 per 
person. You can make a reservation 
with any Daughter of Penelope mem-
ber. 
 Also, donôt forget our Annual Festi-
val of Tables on November 5th, 2017 
at 12:30pm. Please come see how crea-
tive our hosts are this year and how 
beautiful the room is transformed. 
You can contact Sofia Swaby with any 
questions at 203.725.8129 or 

wcanpc@gmail.com. We need Daugh-
ters to host tables as well as partici-
pants. If you donôt have a place to sit, 
not to worry we will have plenty of 
room for you. 
 As always please reach out to me if 
you have any questions at all. 
 
Yours in Theta Pi, 
Sofia Swaby 
President 
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Top left:  Father of the Year 
recipient, Jim Koulouris 
with his family; Top right & 
bottom: Church softball 
game  
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By Tim Funk - Charlotte Observer 
For nearly three decades, Hank 
Hanegraaff has been the ñBible Answer 
Manò to millions of evangelical Chris-
tians who tune in to his Charlotte-
based radio program with questions ï 
big and small ï about Scripture. 
ñWhat does the Bible teach about 
debt?ò they ask him. ñWhen is divorce 
permissible?ò And ï the question that 
gets asked the most ï ñWhy does God 
allow bad things to happen to good 
people?ò 
 Two months ago, 
Hanegraaff, whose faith had 
long been focused on explor-
ing the truth of a book, went 
through a different kind of 
religious experience. It was, 
he says, ñone of the premiere 
moments in my life.ò 
 On Palm Sunday, he and 
wife Kathy and two of their 
12 children were 
ñchrismated,ò or confirmed, 
at St. Nektarios Greek Or-
thodox Church in southeast 
Charlotte. During the sacra-
mental rite, a priest anointed them 
with oil and invoked the Holy Spirit. 
And then ....  A photo of the April cer-
emony started popping up on evangeli-
cal news sites. Within a week, the 
ñBible Answer Manò had lost many of 
his listeners. 
 His sin in their eyes: Converting to 
Eastern Orthodoxy, the worldôs second 
largest Christian denomination and 
one steeped in rituals, icons and mysti-
cism ï aspects of faith that seem for-
eign to many evangelical Protestants. 
Instead of tradition, they look to the 
Bible as the only infallible guide and 
the final authority on matters of Chris-
tian faith and practice. 

 As the news about Hanegraaff 
spread on social media and the Inter-
net, between 100 and 150 radio sta-
tions dropped his nationally syndicated 
show from their daily lineups. 
 ñThat picture of Hank kneeling be-
fore a Greek Orthodox priest ï that 
was hard for many evangelicals to see,ò 
said Mike Carbone, chief operating 
officer at The Truth Network, which 
booted the ñBible Answer Manò show 
from six of its stations, including those 
in Charlotte and Raleigh. ñHank is as 
likable a guy as youôll find, but we were 
not able to go where he was going.ò 
 On the air from his studio in south 
Charlotte ï he can still be heard on 
more than 60 stations and on Sirius 
XM satellite radio ï Hanegraaff an-

swered questions about his decision to 
embrace Orthodoxy, an ancient faith 
that traces its beginnings to Jesusô apos-
tles. And he tried to shoot down the 
online suggestions that he had turned 
his back on the Bible ï the subject of 
most of the 25 books heôs authored. 
ñPeople are posting this notion that 
somehow or other, Iôve walked away 
from the faith and am no longer a 
Christian,ò he said during one broad-
cast. ñLook, my views have been codi-
fied in (more than) 20 books, and my 
views have not changed.ò 
 Though they have different histo-
ries, worship practices and views of the 
Eucharist, or Communion, Orthodox 

Christians and evangelical Christians 
read the same four Gospels. They also 
agree, along with Roman Catholics, on 
the most basic doctrines of Christiani-
ty, including a belief in Jesusô divinity 
and his resurrection from the dead. 
And at St. Nektarios, Hanegraaff point-
ed out, the Holy Week services on the 
days leading up to Easter were awash 
in readings from the Bible. 
But some evangelical hard-liners were-
nôt buying it. They seized on, for exam-
ple, the Orthodox Christian traditions 
of asking saints to intercede with God 
and using icons, or holy images, of 
Christ, Mary and the saints for medita-
tion and learning. 
 Pulpit and Pen, a combative web 
site that considers Catholicism and 

Orthodoxy ñfalse expressions of 
Christianity,ò charged that 
Hanegraaff ñhas left the biblical 
Christian faith for (a) Greek Or-
thodox tradition ... highly driven 
by graven imagesò ï a reference to 
the icons, which adorn most Or-
thodox churches. 
 And one longtime listener 
wrote this on the ñBible Answer 
Manò Facebook page: ñI am sad-
dened and confused as to how 
someone whose teaching I have 
trusted for many years can now 
place himself in the camp of 

those who espouse praying to ... dead 
people.ò 
 Hanegraaff felt the cost of his con-
version most acutely when his show 
was dropped by the Bott Radio Net-
work, which operates more than 100 
broadcast signals reaching 51 million 
people in 15 states. 
 The networkôs president, Richard P. 
Bott II, who attends a Baptist church 
in Kansas, did not return a call from 
the Observer. But he told the Baptist 
Press he severed ties with Hanegraaff ï 
after airing his show for more than 25 
years ï because ñwe want to make sure 
our listeners know that the program-
ming that we have on Bott Radio Net-
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work is thoroughly biblical.ò 
Reading that quote, said Hanegraaff, 
was like getting ña punch to the solar 
plexus.ò Partly, he said, because it re-
vealed ñan ignorance about Ortho-
doxy.ò 
 óIn the eye of the tornadoô 
As if the highs and lows associated 
with his recent conversion werenôt diz-
zying enough, Hanegraaff also got a 
jolt from his doctors: On May 5, he 
was diagnosed with a rare form of can-
cer called mantle cell lymphoma. 
 Since then, he has started an aggres-
sive regimen that includes chemothera-
py sessions, a bone marrow transplant 
and blood transfusions. 
 Hanegraaff admitted to some scary 
moments, like on the day he got his 
(PET) scan results over the phone 
while riding in a cab in New York 
City: 
ñThe doctor said óyou have tumors in 
your neck, you have tumors in your 
chest, you have tumors in the lungs, 
arms, stomach, pelvis.ô ò 
 In his book, ñThe Complete Bible 
Answer Book,ò Hanegraaff says that 
God allows bad things to happen to 
good people because he created hu-
mans with freedom of choice. And 
sometimes the effects of those choices 
can cause bad things to happen. 
 But Hanegraaff said his cancer 
came ñout of the blueò after ñhardly 
being sick a day in my life.ò 
 Instead of trying to explain his ill-
ness and the backlash against his con-
version, the ñBible Answer Man,ò forti-
fied by his family and his Orthodox 
Christian faith, said heôs now content 
to let God handle it all. 
 ñI feel like Iôm in the eye of the tor-
nado, where thereôs peace and calm,ò 
he said. ñMy life is in the Lordôs 
hands, whether he takes me or gives 
me another 20 years of beautiful min-
istry.ò 
 When he was three, his family 
moved to Canada. They moved again, 
when he was 14, to Grand Rapids, 

Mich. 
 His father, an engineer at atomic 
power stations, decided to attend the 
seminary at Calvin College and be-
come a pastor in the Christian Re-
formed Church. 
 Hanegraaff also enrolled at Calvin, 
a liberal arts Christian school in 
Grand Rapids. But he left without a 
diploma after three-plus years. 
ñHowever, I could never shake what 
the Scholastics called the ólibido 
sciendiô ï the lust for knowledge,ò 
Hanegraaff said. ñIôve thus been a life-
long learner and have written many 
books as a result.ò 
 He also developed a capacity to 
memorize, which led to an association 
in the mid-1980s with Walter Martin. 
Radioôs original ñBible Answer Man,ò 
Martin was also the founder of the 
Christian Research Institute, a con-
servative Protestant ñcountercultò min-
istry based in southern California. 
 When Martin died in 1989, 
Hanegraaff became president of the 
institute and took over hosting duties 
on the radio show. In 2004, after look-
ing for a less expensive base than Cali-
fornia, he moved the ñBible Answer 
Manò studios to the Blakeney area in 
south Charlotte. 
 Over the years, Hanegraaff said, he 
studied Scripture three ways. He medi-
tated on the word of God; he memo-
rized whole passages and chapters; and 
he mined its pages to try to discover 
ñwhat the Holy Spirit has placed 
there.ò 
 As host of the show, Hanegraaff has 
answered listenersô on-air questions 
about what the Bible says on a multi-
tude of subjects. 
 A sampling: When you pass on, do 
you go straight to heaven? If someone 
blasphemes the Holy Spirit, can they 
still be saved? What does ótake up your 
crossô mean? And: Can God speak to 
us through license plates? 
 In answering ñShould Christians 
celebrate Christmas?ò Hanegraaff 

acknowledged that when Christmas 
was originally instituted, December 25 
was a pagan festival honoring the 
birthday of a false god. But Christmas, 
he said, was started as a rival celebra-
tion of Jesusô birth and has flourished. 
And Santa Claus? ñFar from being a 
dangerous fairy tale, Santa Claus is, in 
reality, an Anglicized form of the 
Dutch name óSinter Klaas,ô which in 
turn is a reference to the real-life Saint 
Nicholas ... (who) lavished gifts on 
needy children (and) also valiantly sup-
ported the doctrine of the Trinity.ò 
 Over the years, Hanegraaff also 
made a name for himself as a leader of 
the ñcountercultò movement by identi-
fying what he considered heresies and 
cults. He has dismissed as non-
Christian, for example, the beliefs of 
Jehovahôs Witnesses and Mormons. 
And as a Christian apologist, or de-
fender of the faith, who spoke around 
the country at churches and confer-
ences, Hanegraaff also made the case 
against some non-Christian religions. 
In his upcoming book, ñMUSLIM: 
What You Need to Know About the 
Worldôs Fastest Growing Religion,ò 
Hanegraaff acknowledges that millions 
of Muslims are peace-loving people, 
but claims the history of Islam proves 
it has not been a religion of peace or 
tolerance. 
 This year, in an ironic twist, some 
of Hanegraaffôs evangelical critics have 
cast Orthodoxy as false or at least in-
sufficiently biblical. 
 Asked whether his comments about 
other religions are any different from 
his criticsô put-downs of Orthodox 
Christianity, Hanegraaff said his con-
clusions came only after deep study. 
ñ(Theyôre) not in any sense meant to 
be demeaning to anyone,ò he said. 
ñMy goal is to reach, not repel.ò 

óSights, sounds and smellsô 
 Like his listeners, Hanegraaff had 
long identified himself as an evangeli-
cal Christian. 
 But a few years ago, he found him-
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self growing disillusioned with evangel-
icalism, with its megachurches, its star 
pastors and its devotion to branding. 
ñWe live in an age of ópastor-preneur,ô 
where the pastor is the entrepreneur,ò 
Hanegraaff said. ñAnd the church has 
become consumerist. Instead of Christ 
being the end, Christ becomes the 
means to an end. Instead of people 
coming to the masterôs table because of 
the love of the master, they come to 
the masterôs table because of what is 
on the masterôs table.ò 
 So Hannegraaff became a seeker. 
His exploring and Googling led him to 
St. Nektarios. 
 ñI opened the door of that big ca-
thedral. And the moment I did, the 
sights, sounds and smells engaged me,ò 
said Hanegraaff, who found a church 
with icons, chants and incense. ñI 
thought, óIôm here to worship God. 
This is not about what Iôm going to 
get.ô ò 
 Most of the growth at Orthodox 
churches in the United States comes 
from immigrants and from people mar-
rying into the faith. But the Rev. Steve 
Dalber, who shepherds a flock of 
about 700 families at St. Nektarios, has 

also welcomed Christians, like 
Hanegraaff, who came to Orthodoxy 
for deeply spiritual reasons. 
 ñWhat theyôre looking for is some-
thing solid, something thatôs not 
changing all the time, something not 
based on the charisma and personality 
of the pastor,ò said Dalber, who presid-
ed over Hanegraaffôs chrismation. ñBut 
I also think anybody who comes to our 
door is brought there by the Holy Spir-
it. So thereôs a mystical part as well.ò 
Eventually, Hanegraaffôs family joined 
him at the church. ñWe took up a full 
pew,ò he said. 
 Then in April, Hanegraaff, his wife 
and two of their sons decided to get 
chrismated ï a necessary step before 
they could receive the Eucharist. 
ñThe big thing that attracted me to 
Eastern Orthodoxy was the Eucharist,ò 
Hanegraaff said. ñFor most of church 
history, even through Luther, people 
believed that when you partook of the 
elements, you were partaking of the 
real presence of Christ.ò 
 During the ñDivine Liturgy,ò or 
worship service, Orthodox communi-
cants receive the elements, or the 
bread and wine, from the priest, who 

dips a spoon into a common cup. 
Like Roman Catholics, but unlike 
evangelical Protestants, Orthodox 
Christians believe Christ is physically 
present in the Eucharist, though they 
donôt seek to explain it. 
 ñWe just believe itôs a mystery,ò Dal-
ber said. ñWe believe itôs the body and 
blood of Christ.ò 
 Hanegraaff lost a big part of his au-
dience when he found Orthodoxy. But 
he said the experience of worship at St. 
Nektarios has transformed his faith, 
made it richer and more Christ-
centered. 
 The truth of the Bible still matters, 
he said, but so does a life of receiving 
Christ in the Eucharist and then trying 
to better listen to and love others. 
ñThereôs knowing something and then 
thereôs experiencing something,ò he 
said. ñThe Bible is the menu that 
points you to the meal. And the meal 
is intimacy with Christ.ò 
 
Taken from: http://
www.charlotteobserver.com/living/
religion/article154030349.html 

Sunday, Sept. 3rd  

Registration Continues & Classes begin: 

Tuesday, Sept. 5th  

Sunday, Sept. 10th 

Classes continue: 

Sunday, Sept. 17th 
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21st Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 
 

Hawks Landing Country Club ~ 201 Pattonwood Drive, Southington 

 

Registration begins 11:00am / Lunch 12:00pm / Start 1:00pm 

Get a group of friends together for a fun day of golf right after Church! 

Tee sponsors are needed - $100 per tee flag; forms available in the church office.   

Make checks payable to: AHEPA Chapter 48, 937 Chase Parkway, Waterbury  

Contact Church Office for more info at 203.754.5189 

office@holytrinitywaterbury.org  

Top left:  GOYAôs annual 
trip to Wildwood; Bottom left 
& top right:  Church softball 
game; Middle:  Nico Ververis 
during Project Mexico with 
Fr. Nicholas Andruchow; 
Bottom right: Hope & Joyôs 
annual Pool Party 


